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Today’s Presentation

•The Nature of Impact
•Georgia Tech’s Impact

•Community Involvement
•Outreach Programs
•Planning Processes & Implementation Practices

•Land Development
•1996 Olympic Related Development
•Georgia Tech’s Development Since 1997
•Midtown Projects - Fifth Street
•Home Park
•Marietta Street Corridor
•North Avenue Research Area
•Atlantic Steel (Atlantic Station)

•Summary & Lessons Learned



The Nature of Universities Impact

•The university’s impact can be as a...
•research and learning center
•employer
•educator
•traffic generator
•economic engine(“Research Universities in particular have 
become some of the principal economic engines in the new 
economy” Paul Grogan, Comeback Cities: A Blueprint for 
Urban Neighborhood Revival)
•leader in planning & design 
•major developer & community revitalization catalyst
(“[Universities] have to live with the consequences of its 
decisions, whereas a commercial developer can just move on.”
Henry Cobb, Pei Cobb Freed & Partners)
•an ally or an enemy - friend or foe
•a fearful King Kong or trusted Willie B….

depending on behavior



Georgia Tech’s Impact

Community Involvement



Georgia Tech’s Community Involvement
Outreach Programs

�"  K-12 schools
�  Centennial Place, Inman and Grady pipeline, Feeder schools to Inman and Grady--CW Hill, Mary Linn, Walden, John

Hope, Morningside, Other partnering schools--Southside, Hayes, Pine Mountain, Kennesaw Mountain, Principals,
teachers and PTAs, Superintendent Hall, her staff, Linda Shrenko's office and APS Board, Atlanta Children's School,
New Century School, Atlanta International School, Control group of kindergartners at Centennial Place to monitor K-12
programs

�"  Youth serving agencies
�  Big Brothers/Big Sisters, YMCA, YWCA (other United Way organizations), Fulton County Juvenile Court, Local

daycare providers--Sheltering Arms, Home Park, Downtown Child Development Center, All Saints Episcopal,
Centennial Place YMCA, SciTrek

�"  Conferences/Coalitions/Best Practices
�  ARCHE's K-12 conference on 2/21/01--Advancing Student Achievement: Higher Education Collaborations with Public

Schools, Atlanta Outreach Consortium members, Other universities that provide K-12 programs, Georgia Science
Teachers Association, Georgia Partnership for Excellence in Education, Atlanta Partners for Education, Atlanta Chamber
of Commerce

�"  Media
�  AJC, Technology and Learning magazine, Other education/technology publications, WXIA - Donna Lowrey, Atlanta

Voice, Atlanta Tribune, Atlanta Daily World
�"  Internal/Tech

�  Cabinet and key unit/department heads, Members of the booklet planning committee, Switchboard operators, Student
Affairs/MOVE office, Community Outreach Partnering Program website (Institute Partnerships), and Tech's website,
Whistle, Tech Topics, Alumni mag articles, Students with children (Burge, Calloway, Healy, GLC)

�"  Government Officials
�  Andrew Harris/legislators, Board of Regents, Mayor's Office, City Council (Michael Bond), Fulton County

Commissioners, Fulton County Superior Court
�"  Local neighborhoods

�  Neighborhood Planning Unit “E”,Centennial Place, Home Park, Vine City, English Ave, Herndon Homes, Antioch
Baptist Church, Atlanta Housing Authority, The Integral Group, Fulton County Housing Authority, Midtown Alliance,
Virginia Highland Homeowners Association



Georgia Tech’s Community Involvement
Planning Processes & Implementation Practices

•1997 Master Planning

•Georgia Tech Campus Master Plan

•Midtown Alliance’s Community Master Plan

•Concurrent planning processes - mutual participation

•Implementation coordination since

•Home Park Community Improvement Association

•Neighborhood Community Planning 7-week Workshop 1998

•City of Atlanta Neighborhood Planning Unit “E”

•Planning & Implementation coordination



Georgia Tech’s Campus Master Plan
Planning Process

•21 member GT Master Planning Committee 

•Planning process included…

•City of Atlanta / Bureau’s of Planning, Public Works,
Transportation, Utilities

•Home Park Neighborhood

•COPA

•Midtown Alliance

•Georgia Department of Transportation

•MARTA

•Neighborhood Planning Unit “E”



Georgia Tech 1997 Campus Master Plan



Midtown Planning

•Blueprint

Midtown
planning process

•Initiated by
Midtown
Alliance

•GT participated
in process & is
involved in
implementation



Workshop Home Park

Workshop Home Park was a 7- week strategic 
planning process designed to precede a 
Community Master Plan and to raise funds for  
planning (Plan to be completed December 2001)



Georgia Tech’s Impact / Community Involvement
City of Atlanta Neighborhood Planning Unit “E”

•The Neighborhood
Planning Unit System
was established to
provide an opportunity
for citizens to participate
actively in the
Comprehensive
Development Plan

•Georgia Tech is one of
10 neighborhoods
represented on the
NPU-E Board

Atlanta’s 24 
Neighborhood 
Planning Units



Planning for the
1996 Summer Olympic Games

•Georgia Tech
•The Olympic Village
•16,000 athletes and officials
•Global exposure
•Enhancement of the City of Atlanta’s world 
image
•Techwood-Clark Howell Homes demolition
•Centennial Homes construction

•ACOG
•Extensive 5 years of planning with them to host
the World on Georgia Tech’s Campus



Georgia Tech’s Impact

Land Development 
Initiatives



Olympic Related Development
Centennial Homes
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Centennial Homes Area
Pre-1996

Techwood Homes 

& Clark-Howell

Homes



Centennial Homes 1996



Centennial Homes
New YMCA & Elementary School



Centennial Homes 1996



Olympic Village Apartments
On North Avenue

Photos of gsu apartments
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North Avenue - Pre-Olympics



Olympic Apartments now GSU Village on 
North Avenue



Georgia Tech’s Planning, Design & Construction
Since 1997 Campus Master Plan

•$80.5 millionin new space opened:
•Institute of Bio-Engineering & Bio-Technology
•J. Erskine Love, Jr. Manufacturing Building
•Aerospace Combustion Laboratory
•Advanced Wood Products Laboratory

• $72.5 millionin new facilities under construction:
•Environmental Science and Technology Building
•State Street Parking Deck

•$238.5 millionin new facilities under design:
•Fifth Street Project
•Advanced Computing Technology Building
•Renovation and expansion of Student Athletic Complex
•Food Processing Technology Building 

•$191.5 millionin major facilities in planning:
•Molecular Science and Engineering Building
•Biomedical Engineering Building
•Undergraduate Learning Center



Georgia Tech 1998

Circa. 1998



Midtown - 5th Street Area
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Georgia Tech’s Impact / Land Development
Midtown Neighborhood



Midtown Development Diversity



Georgia Tech’s Impact / Land Development
Midtown -5th Street Development - Existing Conditions

View south-east toward Midtown View south toward Downtown

View west toward Georgia Tech View east toward Midtown



Georgia Tech’s Impact / Land Development
Midtown -5th Street Development - Existing Conditions

Midtown Renaissance
The Biltmore has been 
renovated for office 
and retail use and 
houses hatching high-
tech companies



�������������������� Midtown &
North Avenue Stations

Georgia 
Tech

North Avenue Station 

Midtown Station



Fifth Street 
Project

Midtown Atlanta

•June 5, 2000 - GT announced plans to build a $148 million
multi-building complex on the east side of I75/85 in
Midtown.

•The project will physically link GT to Midtown where it
will help revitalize a dilapidated area

Georgia Tech’s Impact / Land Development
5th Street Projects-Technology Square & Midtown Park



Fifth Street Development Concept

•In Midtown's high-tech business
community

•Includes new facilities for:
•The DuPree College of

Management
•Continuing Education
•Executive Education
•The Center for Quality Growth

and Development
•A hotel and conference center



Proposed Streetscape on 5th Street



Home Park
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Georgia Tech’s Impact / Land Development
Home Park - GCATT

Georgia Center for Advanced 
Telecommunications 
Technology



Home Park - West of Northside Drive
Existing Conditions

Area Planned for Georgia Tech 
Recreation Fields



Home Park

Before After - House of the Future

10th Street-Existing GTRC



Home Park Condos



Home Park Learning Center

Georgia Tech working with 
Home Park, City of Atlanta 
and Time-Warner to create a 
new learning center to meet 
mutual needs



Marietta Street Corridor
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Marietta Street Corridor

•Includes Bellwood Neighborhood - Old Industrial Area circa 1900
•Redevelopment by Winter Properties and other developers in the
last 20 years - office, residential & commercial
•Georgia Tech’s Campus Master Plan identifies need to expand
campus

•currently acquired several properties & constructed new
facilities and renovated others to accommodate expanding
programmatic needs
•plan to create a boulevard of Marietta Street



Marietta Street Corridor / Bellwood Neighborhood
Adaptive Re-use of Historic Buildings & Proposed 

Development 

The 
Carriage
Works

Proposed 
Development



Existing Marietta Streetscape



New GT Buildings on Marietta

Ivan Allen College

Georgia Tech Research Institute



Proposed GT Campus Expansion

22 Acre Campus 
Expansion Area



Proposed Marietta Street 
Boulevard Streetscape



North Avenue Research Area
(NARA)
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NARA - now



COPA
North Yards Business Park Development

Georgia Tech’s North 
Avenue Research Area 

(NARA)



North Avenue Research Area
(NARA)



North Avenue Research Area
NARA

•COPA Redevelopment Area

•North Yards Business Park

•Georgia Tech NARA

•Structural Materials Research Testing Laboratory 1999

•Aeronautical Engineering Combustion Labs 2000

•Food Processing Technology Laboratory 2002

•National Energy Testing, Research & Application
Center (NEETRAC) 2004

•Relocation of electrical sub-station provides recreation
field space near residence halls



NARA - Recent Georgia Tech Development

Aeronautics Engineering Combustion Lab



Atlantic Steel
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Atlantic Steel

Circa 1999

•Largest urban redevelopment
in the USA - 144 a.

•20,000 employees
•4,000 residential units
•Office/hotel/commercial
•Georgia Tech Research
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Atlantic Steel Demolition & Site 
Current Construction Activity



Atlantic Steel

Site Development Plan 
2000



Atlantic Station



What impact can a university have on urban 
environments?

•Research, Learning, Employer, Educator, Economic
Engine, Leader in Planning & Design, Developer &
community revitalization catalyst, traffic generator…

in short…a great influence for good…

IF…they have been a good neighbor,as demonstrated by...

•Inclusive Planning Processes 

•Effective Public Communication 

•Culturing and Maintaining Stakeholder Relationships

Summary & Lessons Learned


